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w191 1N - In This Week's Parashah

*

Yaakov runs away from Be'er Sheva and travels to the home of
his uncle, Lavan.

. Reuven
+ Yaakov dreams of a D710 (sulam, ladder) going up to the heavens.
Shimon
+ God tells Yaakov that his descendants will inherit [V12 YN (Eretz ‘
Canaan, the Land of Canaan) and that God will protect him. Levi
+ Yaakov continues his journey until he encounters a well, where Yehudah
he meets Rahel, daughter of Lavan. -
Yissakhar
+ Yaakov tells Rahel that he is her relative, and she brings him
home Zevulun
Dinah

*

Yaakov works as a shepherd for Lavan for seven years in
exchange for marrying Rahel, but Lavan tricks Yaakov into Cad
marrying his older daughter, Leah, instead.

Asher
+ Yaakov agrees to work for an additional seven years after
marrying Rahel as well. Dan
+ Rahel and Leah, along with their servants Bilhah and Zilpah, in Naftali
total give birth to 11 boys and one girl.
Yosef

+ Lavan is upset at Yaakov, and Yaakov says that Lavan hasn't
treated him fairly, so Yaakov, Rahel, and Leah decide to return
home to Eretz Canaan.

Lavan finds out that they've left, he chases after them, but

an in a dream not to harm tw :
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WTTN - Midrash

Yaakov is on his way out of [V12 VN (Eretz
Canaan, the land of Canaan) when he falls asleep
and begins to dream. But the way his dream

is described is a little confusing, and how you
understand it depends on one particular word.

Bereishit 28:12-13

He [Yaakov] dreamed. And behold: there was a
D710 (sulam, ladder) standing on the ground, and
its head reached the heavens. And behold: the
angels of God were going up and down on it. And
behold: God stood 1"7y (alav, upon him 7/ upon it).
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The word, alav, can mean either "upon him”"—meaning that God stood upon
Yaakov—or "upon it"—meaning that God stood upon the sulam. Which is it?

Bereishit Rabbah 69:3

Rabbi Hiyya the Great and Rabbi Yannai.
One said: “upon it—on the sulam.”
But the other said: "upon him—on Yaakov.”
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It's possible that Yaakov saw the sulam with angels going
up and down, and then saw God was somewhere on

the sulam as well (maybe at the top). Or, in the second
opinion, God stood "upon” Yaakoy, and not the sulam. This
second opinion is elaborated here:




Bereishit Rabbah 69:2 . . 2:00 N NUNM

Said Rabbi Hama bar Hanina: ..When our father, [1'D ... :NJ'ID N2 NN A0 NN
Yaakov got up, he was like "a man together with his N9 TN! WINR" QPY! 11N TRYW
friend” (Mishlei 27:17) for the N1 2W (Shekhinah, God's n'mzmqj (T, 10 "7WUN) "INy
presence) was together with him. N Lo 1U B LYY,
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If God stood "upon” Yaakov, it means that God was as close to Yaakov as a good
friend, and when God spoke to Yaakoy, it was like when someone talks closely
and intimately with their friend.

+ How do you imagine the scene of Yaakov's dream? What evidence can you
find for whether God was standing on the sulam or close to Yaakov? What
difference does this make to the story?

+ What does it say about Yaakov that God wanted to talk to him so closely
and so intimately? Have you had those sorts of conversations with people?
How did it feel? How do you think this dialogue would have felt for Yaakov?
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THIY19 - Commentary

When Yaakov meets Lavan, the Torah briefly
describes Lavan's two daughters. We learn one
detail about Leah.

3

Genesis 29:17 T':01 N'UNIA

Leah's eyes were NioN (rakkot); Rahel was of ANITNO! NN 7NN NidN NNT7 '1'VI
beautiful appearance. NN N9

What does it mean that Leah's eyes were “rakkot"?
Why does the Torah share this particular detail
with us?
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Ha'amek Davar 72T PNRVN
(Eastern Europe, 150 years ago)

The intention is to say her eyes were beautiful, 119D 72N NINY 1"AU NH2N|
but they were delicate, so she was unable to NIYI7 N7i0' NN N7 [NIDN
shepherd, since the light of the sun would NN WRUWN INY DIWUY [NX2
damage them. AN7 PN

Rashi brings a totally different perspective, from the Talmud (Bava Batra 123a). In his
explanation, rakkot means "worn out from crying”:

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago) U
She thought she would be destined to marry Esav and i'77i22 Ni7Y7 N0 NNfu
cried, because everyone said, “Rivkah has two sons, yonEIRUN ] RIUIVAYIU)
and Lavan has two daughters—the older daughter for MW NPAN7 DN W DNININ
the older son [Leah for Esav], the younger daughter 71737 N7ITIN 1277 N
for the younger son [Rahel for Yaakov]."” J10EF7 NMOPNI

+ One of these DIWN9 (parshanim, commentators) thinks that rakkot is
information that helps us understand the story better, and the other
thinks this word teaches a lesson about the characters. Which one is
which?

+ Why might Leah not like the idea of marrying Esav? What could that
teach us about her?
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119711 - Halakhah

NTA N7'9N (Tefillat Ha-Derekh, the Traveler’s Prayer)

At the end of the parashah, as Yaakov continues his
journey home, he encounters angels.




Bereishit 32:2-3 1-2:27 N'UNN2

Yaakov went on his way, and angels of God IQ71VI9' IDT7 770 2PV
encountered him. When he saw them, QAPY! MN' DTN ONTD
Yaakov said, “This is God's camp,” and he NT D'F7X NINY DX TUND
named that place Mahanayim. :DINY NINN DIPRN DWW X

Many people say these two pesukim as part of Tefillat Ha-Derekh in the hope that God will
send angels to protect them on their journeys. The source of this prayer is the Talmud:

Berakhot 29b 2 VD NDM
Rabbi Yaakov said [that] Rav Hisda said: INTON 21 NN 2j3Y! ' NI
Anyone who sets out on a journey must 779NNT7 1IN YT7 NXI' 72
pray Tefillat Ha-Derekh. A0 Tn N79N

For what kinds of trips does one say Tefillat Ha-Derekh?

+ The Shulhan Arukh (Orah Hayyim 110:7) rules that Tefillat Ha-Derekh is only said when
traveling away from one’s town farther than a nD19 (parsah, the equivalent of a few
miles). This was a significant journey when the Shulhan Arukh was written 500 years
ago!

+ Some people do not say Tefillat Ha-Derekh if there are people living all along the path
of their journey.

When does one say Tefillat Ha-Derekh?

+ The Mishnah Berurah (Orah Hayyim 110:29) says that Tefillat Ha-Derekh is recited right
after leaving town, when there are no more homes nearby. It's become common to
recite Tefillat Ha-Derekh on airplanes, during take-off.

+ Peninei Halakhah (Orah Hayyim 110:7) notes that driving can be dangerous even inside
the city, so we are allowed to say Tefillat Ha-Derekh on a car ride even when we don't
leave the city.
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T 110 + What's Going On Here?

As Rahel fled from Lavan’s home with her family, she
stole her father's D'9N (terafim; Bereshit 31:19). What
are terafim, and why did Rahel steal them?

We get a hint later in the chapter, when Lavan refers
to the terafim as "my gods” (Bereishit 31:30). Rashi
says that Rahel stole them because she wanted to
stop her father from worshipping idols.

Ibn Ezra (Spain, 200 years ago) thinks something
deeper must be going on. He says that the terafim
were kinds of magical tools for reading the stars,
which Lavan used to see the future. Rahel wanted
to make sure Lavan did not use the terafim to find
where they were running, so she took them with her.
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N"11U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Bereishit 29:3

When all the flocks were gathered there, DITYN™72 NRWTIODN]I
they would roll the stone from the mouth 19 TYUN |ANNTNNATTII
of the well and water the sheep; then the INXDTIIN 177WN1 INAND
stone would be put back in its place on 1977V [ANDTNIN QU
the mouth of the well. INPNT7 INAN

©
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(7.7.2 W) 7727

To roll up
/N Cylinder or roll =772
(of paper, fabric etc.)

=l

Tablet or pill = 7173 p®

Find the Word! o

What is another name for the scroll from which the book of Esther is read? Why do you
think it's called that?

The round stone that = 77ia
sat on top of the well and
needed to be rolled off

Y

Rolling up = n7'7)
and dressing the
Torah scroll
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IPT 7WU NPT - One-Minute Debate

How to play:

Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments,
but feel free to come up with your own.

+ Assign people to the "true” or "false” sides.

+ Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case.
+ At the end, the group votes on a winner.
Debate: It's great to have a lot of siblings!

+ Someone always has your back. i

* True:
+ There is always someone to play with.

* False:
+ You have to share your toys with them.
* It's too noisy.
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1H1W Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt
The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the matching numbered aliyah

in the Torah reading. The answers to the last three are harder and can come from
anywhere in the parashah.

Good luck! |

What was the original

name of the place where

Yaakov had his dream?

Why couldn’t the
e shepherds remove the

stone from the well?

Who was Yaakov's

fifth son, and who was |
that son’s mother? What did Rahel

| want from Leah?

I
6 What kinds of sheep and
goats belonged to Yaakov e'
I

What did Rahel steal?
under the deal he made

with Lavan?

There are two Aramaic

words in our parashah—

what are they?
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In general, the text of a Torah scroll is a bunch of words that make up neatly arranged
columns. But, if you pay attention, you can see that there are breaks in the words all over
the place. Look at this column from Parashat Noah. You can see a bunch of different
breaks in the text here.

One kind of break is called a nIND (setumah), meaning, “stopped up.” This is basically a
space in the middle of a line, with words on both sides.

onis ondbh ormpbiEb o dE ESR (getumah)
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Sometimes, the break begins in the middle of the line and goes all
the way until the end. This kind of break is called a NNIN9 (petuhah),
meaning "open,” because it is open all the way to the end.

nNIN9 nip e B bimat Ak s ovm mb
(petuhah) TS TN Piom NS v B v Rl obam

man iR oM
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Most columns in the Torah have breaks in them, and almost
every parashah has breaks. In fact, there are only two
parashiyot that have no breaks, where the whole parashah
is one long paragraph—and Vayeitzei is one of them. So, if
you are ever up on the bimah reading this parashah from
the Torah, you better keep your place, because there are
no breaks to help you find it if you lose it!




1T 70 1374 IXi2 - Tell Me More About This!

This week’s N2y 7U V1/A Moment of Hebrew highlights the
meeting of Yaakov and Rahel at the well (p. 6). They are not the only
couple who meet at a well in the Torah. Moshe also met his future
wife Tzipporah, daughter of Yitro the priest of Midian, at a well:

Shemot 2:16-17 '-T0:2 NINY
Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. NINJANI NI Vauw 70 [NOHA
They came to draw water, and filled the troughs D'ONNNTNN NINTVNI NY7TNI
to water their father’s flock; but shepherds D'VIN INDY NN [NX Nipun?
came and drove them off. Moshe rose to their PW YU nWN DO DU
defense, and he watered their flock. ‘DINXTIN

It's also very similar to the way Avraham'’s servant met Rivkah, Yitzhak's future wife
(see Bereishit 24:15-22).

+ In the Tanakh, it seems like wells are a place where men and women were likely
to meet. Why do you think this might be?

Also, both Moshe and Yaakov seem to get extra strength as soon as they

meet their future wives. Moshe drives off all the shepherds that were

preventing Tzipporah and her sisters from looking after their flock, while

Yaakov moves a heavy stone all by himself. Similarly, Rivkah carries water
for Avraham'’s servant and waters all of his camels.

+ What do these events say about the characters of Moshe,
Yaakov, and Rivkah?
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1'020 111'N « Who Were Our Sages?

Rashi, short for Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki ('pr{x- NN7W 20 = "wA),
is without a doubt the most important |W19 (parshan, Torah
commentator) of all time. He lived a thousand years ago in

France and composed extensive commentaries on the Tanakh

and the Talmud. He had many students and a learned family
(his daughters famously wore tefillin and married brilliant
scholars), all of whom carried his teachings throughout the
entire Jewish world. ;

His Tanakh commentary mostly uses midrashim and passages
from the Talmud to explain pesukim. When a midrash is
brought by Rashi, it often becomes instantly famous. His
Talmud commentary/is also extremely popular and useful.
These are the first commentaries of their kind, and they were
used by everyone who came after.

,To this day, Rashi's work is the gold standard for being

thorough, profound, and clear while using as few words as
possible. When studying Torah or Talmud, his commentary is
still usually the first one people read.

e




Shabbat Shalom!
~ OI7W N1Y ~

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. Luz

2. They needed to wait until all the shepherds gathered (it seems the stone was too heavy to move
without everyone’s help)

. The son: Dan; his mother: Bilhah

. The D'NTIT (duda'im, mandrakes) that her son Reuven found in the field

Brown sheep, along with all spotted and speckled sheep and goats

. Her father’s terafim

N o U AW

. NDITDW ) (Yegar Sahaduta), the name that Lavan gives the place he and Yaakov made their
nMAa (brit, agreement)

8. 7N N2 (Beit El; Bereishit 28:19) and TY72 (Gal'eid; 31:47)

9. 20

10. Yosef—mnonn nx 0778 qQOX (asaf Elohim et herpati, God has taken away my disgrace; Bereishit

30:23) and NN |2 7 'N QD! (yosef Adonai li ben aher, may God add another son for me; 30:24)
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